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Introduction from the Golf Insider
“Masters week” is always circled on my calendar. It’s a very special week.
And although the 85th US Masters is taking place a little under 5 months after we
witnessed Dustin Johnson win the 84th edition of this famous tournament (with 2020’s
event being pushed back to November due to the pandemic)…
It still carries with it all the excitement that you get on the eve of a trip to Augusta.
And this time around, unlike in November, there will be a limited number of spectators
allowed on the hallowed turf… all adding to the spectacle!
But apart from watching the Masters, I love betting on it.
Because it always gives us backers a great chance to win. To collect a big payday by
getting on a Major champion.
Now I know this fact to be true because through all my years working in the industry,
both as an odds-compiler and live trader, I have seen first-hand how the masses of
tournament form and performance data (remember, it’s the same course they use
every year) that has been generated, added to the enhanced terms and customerfriendly prices the layers like to offer, really do tip the scales in favour of the punters.
This is why I always look forward to this tournament in particular. And more than any
other one during the whole year.
And in terms of bets, it’s always been a happy hunting ground for me.
I can look back on previous Masters with a nice profit sitting in my betting account…
so without doubt, there’s definitely money to be made at Augusta!
Which is why I really enjoyed helping to put this preview together. Because it’s
already had me thinking about the players I’m going to back in the Masters – maybe
not just in the outright betting, but in some of the speciality markets as well, where
you can often find some great bits of value.
I hope you enjoy looking through this factfile. And I hope you’ll join me in time for
when the action starts at Augusta.
The 2021 US Masters has been a long time coming… but I’m positive it’s going to be
well worth the wait!
All the very best.

Golf Insider
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Tournament Winner: 2011-2020
2020
1
2
2
4
5
5

2015
Dustin Johnson (USA)
Sungjae Im (KOR)
Cameron Smith (AUS)
Justin Thomas (USA)
Dylan Frittelli (RSA)
Rory McIlroy (NIR)

268
273
273
276
277
277

-20
-15
-15
-12
-11
-11

Tiger Woods (USA)
Dustin Johnson (USA)
Brooks Koepka (USA)
Xander Schauffele (USA)
Jason Day (AUS)
Tony Finau (USA)
Francesco Molinari (ITA)
Webb Simpson (USA)

275
276
276
276
277
277
277
277

-13
-12
-12
-12
-11
-11
-11
-11

Patrick Reed (USA)
Rickie Fowler (USA)
Jordan Spieth (USA)
Jon Rahm (SPA)
Rory McIlroy (NIR)
Cameron Smith (AUS)
Henrik Stenson (SWE)
Bubba Watson (USA

273
274
275
277
279
279
279
279

-15
-14
-13
-11
-9
-9
-9
-9

Sergio Garcia (SPA)
Justin Rose (ENG)
Charl Schwartzel (RSA)
Matt Kuchar (USA)
Thomas Pieters (BEL)

279
279
282
283
283

-9
-9
-6
-5
-5

Danny Willett (ENG)
Lee Westwood (ENG)
Jordan Spieth (USA)
Paul Casey (ENG)
J.B. Holmes (USA)
Dustin Johnson (USA)

283
286
286
287
287
287

-5
-2
-2
-1
-1
-1

2018
1
2
3
4
5
5
5
5
2017
1
2
3
T4
T4
2016
1
T2
T2
T4
T4
T4

Jordan Spieth (USA)
Phil Mickelson (USA)
Justin Rose (ENG)
Rory McIlroy (NIR)
Hideki Matsuyama (JAP)

270
274
274
276
277

-18
-14
-14
-12
-11

Bubba Watson (USA)
Jordan Spieth (USA)
Jonas Blixt (SWE)
Miguel Angel Jiminez (SPA)
Rickie Fowler (USA)
Matt Kuchar (USA)

280
283
283
284
285
285

-8
-5
-5
-4
-3
-3

Adam Scott (AUS)
Angel Cabrera (ARG)
Jason Day (AUS)
Tiger Woods (USA)
Marc Leishcman (AUS)

279
279
281
283
283

-9
-9
-7
-5
-5

Bubba Watson (USA)
Louis Oosthuizen (RSA)
Lee Westwood (ENG)
Matt Kuchar (USA)
Peter Hanson (SWE)
Phil Mickelson (USA)

278
278
280
280
280
280

-10
-10
-8
-8
-8
-8

Charl Schwartzel (RSA)
Jason Day (AUS)
Adam Scott (AUS)
Luke Donald (ENG)
Geoff Ogilvy (AUS)
Tiger Woods (USA)

274
276
276
278
278
278

-14
-12
-12
-10
-10
-10

2014

2019
1
2
2
2
5
5
5
5

1
T2
T2
4
5

1
T2
T2
4
T5
T5
2013
1
2
3
T4
T4
2012
1
2
T3
T3
T3
T3
2011
1
2
3
T4
T4
T4
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Round 1 Leader: 2011-2020
2020
1
1
1
4
4

2015
Paul Casey (ENG)
Dylan Frittelli (RSA)
Dustin Johnson (USA)
Sungjae Im (KOR)
Justin Thomas (USA)

65
65
65
66
66

B. DeChambeau (USA)
Brooks Koepka (USA)
Phil Mickelson(USA)
Dustin Johnson (USA)
Ian Poulter (ENG)

66
66
67
68
68

Jordan Spieth (USA)
Tony Finau (USA)
Matt Kucha (USA)
Rafa Cabrera-Bello (SPA)
Adam Hadwin (CAN)
Charley Hoffman (USA)
Li Haotong (CHI)
Rory McIlroy (NIR)
Patrick Reed (USA)
Henrik Stenson (SWE)

66
68
68
69
69
69
69
69
69
69

Charley Hoffman (USA)
William McGirt (USA)
Lee Westwood (ENG)
Kevin Chappell (USA)
Jason Dufner (USA)
M. Fitzpatrick (ENG)
Sergio Garcia (SPA)
Russell Henley (USA)
Phil Mickelson (USA)
Justin Rose (ENG)
Andy Sullivan (ENG)

65
69
70
71
71
71
71
71
71
71
71

Jordan Spieth (USA)
Danny Lee (USA)
Shane Lowry (IRE)
Paul Casey (ENG)
Sergio Garcia (SPA)
Soren Kjeldsen (DEN)
Ian Poulter (ENG)
Justin Rose (ENG)

66
68
68
69
69
69
69
69

2019
1
1
3
4
4
2018
1
2
2
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
2017
1
2
3
T4
T4
T4
T4
T4
T4
T4
T4
2016
1
T2
T2
T4
T4
T4
T4
T4

1
T2
T2
T2
T2

Jordan Spieth (USA)
Jason Day (AUS)
Charley Hoffman (USA)
Justin Rose (ENG)
Ernie Els (RSA)

64
67
67
67
67

Bill Haas (USA)
Louis Oosthuizen (SA)
Adam Scott (AUS)
Bubba Watson (USA)
Jonas Blixt (SWE)
K.J. Choi (SKO)
Marc Leishman (AUS)
Brandt Snedeker (USA)
Jimmy Walker USA)
Gary Woodland (USA)

68
69
69
69
70
70
70
70
70
70

Marc Leishman (AUS)
Sergio Garcia (SPA)
Dustin Johnson (USA)
Matt Kuchar (USA)
Rickie Fowler (USA)
Fred Couples (USA)
David Lynn (ENG)
Trevor Immelman (SA)

66
66
67
68
68
68
68
68

Lee Westwood (ENG)
Peter Hanson (SWE)
Louis Oosthuizen (SA)
Jason Dufner (USA)
M.A.Jiminez (SPA)
Franceso Molinari (ITA)
Bubba Watson (USA)

67
68
68
69
69
69
69

Rory McIlroy (NIR)
Alvaro Quiros (SPA)
KJ Choi (SKO)
YE Yang (SKO)
Ricky Barnes (USA)
Matt Kuchar (USA)

65
65
67
67
68
68

2014
1
T2
T2
T2
T5
T5
T5
T5
T5
T5
2013
T1
T1
3
T4
T4
T4
T4
T4
2012
1
T2
T2
T4
T4
T4
T4
2011
T1
T1
T3
T3
T5
T5
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Speciality Markets: 2011-2020
2013

2020
Top
Top
Top
Top

USA:
RoW:
Continental:
GB & Ire:

Dustin Johnson
Sungjae Im/Cameron Smith
Bernhard Langer
Rory McIlroy

USA:
RoW:
Continental:
GB & Ire:

Tiger Woods
Jason Day
Francesco Molinari
Ian Poulter

USA:
RoW:
Continental:
GB & Ire:

Tiger Woods
Adam Scott
Thorbjorn Olesen
Lee Westwood

Top
Top
Top
Top

USA:
RoW:
Continental:
GB & Ire:

Bubba Watson
Louis Oosthuizen
Peter Hanson
Lee Westwood

2011

2018
Top
Top
Top
Top

USA:
RoW:
Continental:
GB & Ire:

2012

2019
Top
Top
Top
Top

Top
Top
Top
Top

Patrick Reed
Cameron Smith
Jon Rahm
Rory McIlroy

Top
Top
Top
Top

USA:
RoW:
Continental:
GB & Ire:

Tiger Woods
Charl Schwartzel
Edoardo Molinari
Luke Donald

2017
Top
Top
Top
Top

USA:
RoW:
Continental:
GB & Ire:

Matt Kuchar
Charl Schwartzel
Sergio Garcia
Justin Rose

2016
Top
Top
Top
Top

USA:
RoW:
Continental:
GB & Ire:

Jordan Spieth
Hideki Matsuyama
Soren Kjeldsen
Danny Willett

2015
Top
Top
Top
Top

USA:
RoW:
Continental:
GB & Ire:

Jordan Spieth
Hideki Matsuyama
Sergio Garcia
Justin Rose

2014
Top
Top
Top
Top

USA:
RoW:
Continental:
GB & Ire:

* Every year the bookies offer a wide range
of betting markets on the Masters.
They create various “speciality markets” as
they’re known, which group together certain
players in what is effectively their own minitournament between themselves.
The most popular of these cover players
from certain parts of the world.
So there’s players just from the USA or
Europe (either GB & Ireland or those golfers
from the mainland continent).

Bubba Watson
John Senden
Jonas Blixt
Lee Westwood
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Top 20 Finishers: 2020
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Top 20 Finishers: 2019

Top 20 Finishers: 2018
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Top 20 Finishers: 2018
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Top 20 Finishers: 2017
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Top 20 Finishers: 2016
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Top 20 Finishers: 2015
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Top 20 Finishers: 2014
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Top 20 Finishers: 2013
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Top 20 Finishers: 2012

Top 20 Finishers: 2012
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Top 20 Finishers: 2011
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Latest Betting Odds
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Your personal hole-by-hole
guide to Augusta National
Every year since 1934, Augusta has been the home of the Masters…
And with broadcasting restrictions being lifted over the past 20 years, with TV
cameras now given almost unlimited access…
Most avid golf fans have become very familiar with the uniqueness of the course.
Commonly televised parts like Amen Corner are probably already familiar to you, but
to give you an even better feel for the layout, which has changed quite significantly in
recent years, with my insider’s help, I’ve put together this hole-by-hole course guide.
Several hundred yards have been added to the length of the course in an effort to
combat technological advances in modern equipment, which was in danger of
changing the whole nature of the tournament.
There have also been changes to greens, bunkers, tees… and even the trees!
So check out the guide over the next few pages, and come tee-off time, you’ll be able
to plot your way around the course… just like the pros.
And obviously…
You’ll be keeping very close tabs on how your bets are getting on!
Right, let’s head off to the first tee…
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1st hole
The opening hole is a relatively straightforward par four… well, it should be!
A large bunker has been positioned to catch any overly ambitious drives that are pushed too
far right on the dogleg, while recently planted trees down the left prevent bailing out.
The green, like most at Augusta National, has steep slopes, ample protection (bunkers!) and in
dry weather conditions, will play lightning fast.
How to play the hole: Longer hitters will fade a three-wood into the fairway, limiting the risk
of finding sand, although the more nervous will use a bigger club… and maybe increase the
chance of running into trouble.
Pin positions on the green are often inviting… but most of the field will happily take par to
begin their round.
Difficulty Rating: Not the hardest on the course by any means, it’s the fairway bunker that
remains the main defence for this hole.
Keeping the ball on the fairway is paramount, then finding the centre of the green.

GI’s Verdict: “Not a difficult hole… but one which still causes plenty of trouble (it’s historically
the joint 6th hardest at Augusta). Finding the fairway, that’s the secret. Keep the ball in play,
give yourself a good 2nd shot into the green, make par, birdie if you’re lucky, and move on.”
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2nd hole
A long, dogleg left par five, the second hole gives a realistic birdie opportunity… again, as long
as the player does the basics right.
How to play the hole: A long, draw off the tee (or a fade for a left-hander) is the perfect
start to playing the 2nd.
Avoid the fairway bunker (right) and the trees (left) to open up a shot to the green. Depending
upon a player’s length of shot, and position, the decision is then whether to go for the green in
two.
However, with bunkers protecting the left and right of one of the largest greens on the course,
going for it in two isn't always the best bet.
Difficulty Rating: This hole will give up its fair share of birdies… but the second shot is the
crucial one.
Going for the green may bring a birdie chance (even eagle) but a mistake can rule out any
such opportunity… and leave par as the only option.

GI’s Verdict: “A risk and reward hole… one where a good drive and second shot can present a
much needed birdie chance - a big advantage for the long-hitters. But get either wrong, which
is easily done at Augusta, and the hole, despite only being the 16th hardest on the course, can
cause problems.”
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3rd hole
This hole is the shortest par four on the course… so much so, some players will go straight for
the green with their tee shot.
These days anything around this kind of yardage can fall within range of the ‘bombers’.
For those who take the more conservative route, a number of fairway bunkers lie in waiting, so
a good tee shot is required.
How to play the hole: Taking a long-iron, or possibly a 3-wood, to set up a manageable
yardage for the second shot to a green sloping at the front, which needs to be found in the
correct areas.
Difficulty Rating: The hole’s main defence can be difficult pin positions… and the course setup is likely to produce some of these over the four days! So the key is a good, well-placed tee
shot to give an ideal wedge/pitch into the green.
On earlier days, there’s the chance to pick up a shot with a good second shot. This hole is
rated the 14th hardest at Augusta.

GI’s Verdict: “A real ‘second shot’ hole. A good tee-shot will give an accurate iron player the
chance to attack the pin or simply find the middle of the green… but they must get this right.
Anything short will require a good up-and-down to make par. The average number of shots
taken on this hole shows that even with a short yardage, it still takes some playing.”
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4th hole
A long and testing par 3. Ever since Augusta was extended a few years ago, to stop the bighitters taking the course apart, this hole has become an extremely difficult one to make par
on… let alone birdie.
The classic example of playing is to go for the centre of the green, two putt and be happy with
a three.
How to play the hole: Much depends upon the tee/flag position which, in common with all
the holes, with change constantly throughout the week.
The safest play will be to find the middle of the green with a long-iron. However, shorter
hitters may have to go with a wood. Pins towards the front of the green, if the bunkers can be
avoided, can be easier as the putting surface slopes towards the players.
Difficulty Rating: Despite being a par 3, this is the 4th hardest hole on the course. The tee
shot is demanding in terms of length, but then accuracy is needed to avoid the bunkers, and
control is required to remain on the green. A tough hole where a par has to be seen as a good
score.

GI’s Verdict: “A hole where players can leak shots early in their round… and it’s easy to do it
on this tough par 3. A good tee shot, one that finds the target, is key but there is the chance,
for the better scramblers, to get up and down. Much will depend upon where the flag is placed
during the four rounds.”
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5th hole
Another hole which now plays significantly tougher since being lengthened in 2010.
The dogleg is protected by bunkers (left) which can push players out wide. Second shots into
a tough-ish green require good distance and directional control.
How to play the hole: The usual tee shot will be with a 3-wood or driver… being careful not
to try and go too close to the left-hand traps.
Second shots are tricky, played into a green that is far from flat! A bunker to the rear of the
putting surface also lies in wait.
Difficulty Rating: This hole is the 5th hardest on the course. The hole is uphill off the tee, an
added consideration to the hazards that line the fairway.
Avoiding the bunkers is one thing, preferably cleared to leave a short iron into the green as a
second shot… but that needs to be precise with a sloping target making it easy to run off.
Tough pin positions, again, can make a par on this hole a very good score.

GI’s Verdict: “A lot has been made of Augusta being increased in yardage… and holes like this
show how a little extra distance, and the repositioning of some bunkers, can make an easylooking hole into a tough one. So as you’ve already seen, in just the first five holes, there are
a number of ways in which any player can find themselves one or two over par.”
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6th hole
Both the tee and green lie above the fairway, which falls away into a trough between the two
main areas.
The green is protected by a bunker (front) and a hazardous pitch (back) so length is a crucial
consideration here.
How to play the hole: Good club selection is the first requirement, perfect shot execution is
the second.
This hole has no hidden secrets. It has a big green to aim at… the objective for the players is
simply to make sure they hit it!
Difficulty Rating: Chipping around this green, like many at Augusta, isn’t easy. So the
dangers on this hole lie with any player who misses the putting surface with their tee shot. If
they do, then even making a par will be tricky.
However, an accurate approach will produce a realistic opportunity for birdie.

GI’s Verdict: “This is the 13th hardest hole at the Masters… not overly taxing for the better
players, just so long as they get their yardages correct. The green is plenty big enough to
allow for a conservative tee-shot to yield a two-putt par… but some of the more generous pin
positions will afford birdie chances.”
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7th hole
The view from the tee for the players is one of a narrow fairway (narrow by Augusta
standards) with trees on either side.
A second shot, into a well-protected green, is no easier, with another premium on accuracy as
a number of bunkers protect the putting surface.
How to play the hole: Find the middle of the fairway… with either a 3-wood or maybe driver.
That’s the first requirement of this hole. Then, ideally, it’s a question of finding a spot which
gives the best angle into the pin/green.
A lofted approach, with a more controlled landing, will ensure a safety-first, two-putt for par,
with a birdie not out of the question either.
Difficulty Rating: Getting a good tee shot away, and not finding the trees, is vitally
important. Straying into the treeline with your drive makes a bogey virtually inevitable.
Avoiding the bunkers is the next challenge but, if that is achieved, birdies are makeable.

GI’s Verdict: “Another where the addition of extra yardage has changed the complexion of
the hole. This used to offer a realistic birdie opportunity, and players can still make a three
here, but more often they will have to settle for par. This rates the 11 th hardest hole on the
course.”
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8th hole
An opportunity for the players to get a shot back here, or consolidate a good start, with a hole
that plays (at 4.84) less than its par. A steady uphill fairway has the main hazard of bunkers
(right) around the 300 yard marker, but avoid those and the green is within range in two for
the long players.
How to play the hole: With a driver off the tee, players will look to take the bunkers out of
play with either distance or a gentle fade.
Due to the sloping ground, the second shot into the green is blind so players will chase up
shots to the putting surface (safe in the knowledge there are no bunkers).
Difficulty Rating: With only a couple of fairway bunkers for protection, this hole offers a
genuine birdie (even eagle) opportunity.
Only those players who find trouble off the tee should struggle to make par (or better) as the
green has no surrounding bunkers or major hazards.

GI’s Verdict: “Players will be disappointed to come off here with a 5 on their card. It’s
another of the very accessible longer holes at Augusta. Longer hitters can expect to be on or
around the green for two, and being only the 15th hardest, it’s a hole where everyone will look
to post red figures.”
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9th hole
Not the most demanding tee shot on the front nine but one which requires good placement
and yardage in order to attack the green. The elevated and sloping nature of the green makes
the iron shot into the hole a tricky one, with the risk of either spinning the ball back off the
front, or leaving an awkward pitch from behind.
How to play the hole: The ideal drive will steer clear of the trees down the left of the fairway
and, depending upon the pin position, remove much of the danger from the two bunkers right
in front of the putting surface.
Distance must be well-judged as anything short or long can lead to difficult pitch shots in order
to save par.
Difficulty Rating: For those players who find the green in two, a difficult, sloping surface can
easily lead to three putts… and by the same token, a missed approach shot puts real pressure
on a golfer’s scrambling ability. This is the 11th hardest hole on the course so most guys will
look to make a par, at worst.

GI’s Verdict: “Another second-shot hole where the ability to land the ball on the green is one
thing… keeping it there is quite another! Pin positions, given the slopes on this green, can
either be tough or generous, but sound course managers can work out this hole, position
themselves well off the tee, and give themselves every chance to attack the flag.”
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10th hole
The back nine begins with statistically the hardest hole on the course. A long par 4 with many
a slope, twist and turn between tee and green.
Awkward lies for approach shots don’t help and the green is also a tough one to read. All in all,
an easy hole to mess up!
How to play the hole: Ideal to draw for the right-handers (fade for the lefties) the tee-shot
with a 3-wood or driver will bounce down the hill and shorten up second shots considerably.
However, players need to counter an uneven stance and still find a good spot to land the ball
on a mighty tough green to read, which has a bunker (right) waiting for any pushed
approaches.
Difficulty Rating: The tee-shot here on the 10th is relatively straightforward. Everything gets
a lot tougher from then on! Players must get a good second shot away and aim for the centre
of the green (this isn’t a good hole to attack). And then the green itself can be deceptively
difficult to read.

GI’s Verdict: “This was one of the holes where Rory McIlroy self-destructed in 2011… and it’s
easy to see why. The hole is long, and requires good accurate judgement and shot execution.
The classic example of a hole which a player needs to play in par, cross it off the list and then
move onto the holes where birdies are more makeable.”
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11th hole
This hole marks the start of ‘Amen Corner’ – a collection of three holes (11, 12 and 13) at
Augusta that can really make or break a player’s round.
The first hole to feature water (the green is protected front left by a lake) it demands a good
drive and precise approach in order to secure par, let alone a birdie chance.
How to play the hole: The best strategy is to drive down the right of the fairway, playing a
fade, so the angle of approach to the green takes the water out of play. This can prove easier
said than done!
Difficulty Rating: This is the longest par 4 on the course, measuring over 500 yards, and
despite having no fairway bunkers it still requires a well-positioned, and long, drive.
The green then has a very visible hazard front left, causing a lot of players to push their
second shots to the right… a classic bail-out. The hole plays the 3rd hardest on the course and
coming on the back of the 10th it offers little respite for any golfer having a poor round.

GI’s Verdict: “A hole which demands length off the tee, and then supreme accuracy with
approach shots. The trade-off for players who fear the water is a safety-first second shot that
aims for the right of the green. This can often lead to a pitch and putt in order to save par… or
even the occasional pitch in for birdie – you might well remember this hole was the scene for
Larry Mize’s famous chip-in in 1987.”
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12th hole
This is the shortest hole at Augusta… but length isn’t everything. It’s also the 2nd hardest hole
on the course.
A shallow green, with bunkers front and back is one thing, but then add in Rae’s Creek, right in
front of the putting surface. This makes the judgement of yardage absolutely vital as anything
short or long can result in a dropped shot… or two!
How to play the hole: Pick the right club and hit it the right distance. That’s the hole in a
nutshell. Not a time to attack the pin, it’s a case of aiming for the centre of the green… and
hopefully finding it. Ideally, a high approach, soft landing, and not too much spin.
Four pars over four rounds will do very nicely, thank you.
Difficulty Rating: The green is close on six yards front to back, at its narrowest point. Going
long has you either in one of the bunkers or amongst the greenery. Anything short is either
bunkered or wet. And if the wind is blowing as well..!

GI’s Verdict: “A great hole for those of us watching on TV. The scene of much drama over the
years. The 12th is a perfect illustration of how a simple hole can play so tough, produce so
many dropped shots, and affect the overall outcome so markedly. One of those holes where
players breathe a sigh of relief when they sign for a ‘3’.”
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13th hole
In the televised era, one of the most iconic holes at Augusta. A par five played round a
sweeping left-hand dogleg, leading up to a very reachable green, protected by Rae’s Creek in
front and two bunkers at the back.
Players can choose to go for the green in two (and eagles are certainly makeable) but poor
approaches, or unlucky ones, can easily result in bogey or worse.
How to play the hole: Players need to be careful not to try and shave too much off the
dogleg, as a sloping fairway can bring the water into play. Middle to high (right) on the
fairway will open up the target, meaning the longer hitters can go for the green in two.
Alternatively, it’s two steady hits, pitch and putt for birdie.
Difficulty Rating: Positioning off the tee will determine the strategy, likewise the need to
shoot low numbers come Sunday. The hole plays as the 17th hardest on the course so any
player walking off with a 5, or worse, will feel as though they’ve given up a shot or two.

GI’s Verdict: “A superb golf hole. A good tee shot will offer players the chance to ‘go for it’
with their second shot. But even if they do find the green, the putting surface still takes some
reading. Like all the par 5’s at Augusta, it’s where the better players will look to take shots out
of the field. During the week, every player should expect to play this hole under par.”
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14th hole
The one thing to note about this hole is the complete absence of hazards – there are no
bunkers and no water to worry about!
However, the hole is still no push-over as it demands a solid drive, good approach and the
mastery of a green that is notoriously difficult to read.
How to play the hole: The key is to play a second shot with as lofted a club as possible, to
control the ball’s flight and landing onto a precise target area.
A long, well-positioned drive will set up this kind of approach, but shorter hitters may be
forced into playing their second shots with a mid-to-long iron, which is harder to get close to
the pin.
Difficulty Rating: The green on 14 has plenty of undulations. Multiple slopes and tiers make
it easy to three-putt, and far from easy to get ‘up-and-down’ should players miss the putting
surface with their second shots. Another one of those holes which demands good course
management and precise execution.

GI’s Verdict: “A moderate length for a par 4 and no bunkers or water hazards, but this hole
still comes in as the 8 th hardest on the course. The drive isn’t too demanding but the key is
finding the right area to make the all-important second shot easy to play. Another hole best
played by a simple method of find the centre of the green, two putt and move on.”
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15th hole
Another hole that, come Sunday, will determine who puts on this year’s Green Jacket.
Like the 13th, a par 5 which could be eagled, can certainly be birdied, but can just as easily be
messed up. And with this being rated the 18th hardest (i.e. the easiest) on the course,
anything less than a birdie is giving up shots to the field.
How to play the hole: A long drive will give the bigger hitters the chance to go for the green
in two. Either a fairway wood or a long-iron can make it onto the green.
Any problems off the tee, or for the shorter hitters, it’s a lay-up in front of the water, a pitch
and a putt for birdie. There’s a bunker to the right of the green, and trees out back, but
players sure don’t want to be short, and wet!
Difficulty Rating: For a hole that will witness plenty of drama, it’s maybe surprising to see it
play statistically the easiest at Augusta. But the hazards are there for all to see, players can
just as easily play this hole badly as they can play it well.

GI’s Verdict: “Another of those holes on the back nine which we all know so well from TV.
For any player who can go eagle-eagle at the 13th and 15th, there’s the chance to shoot up the
leaderboard. However, many will come a cropper by trying too hard on a hole which should
represent a straightforward birdie chance.”
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16th hole
Whilst this hole is dominated by the lake in front of the green, it’s the putting surface itself
that is the defining characteristic of the 16th.
A hugely sloping area it can make a seemingly good shot bad, or bad shot good. All depends
upon pin position and that all-important tee-shot.
How to play the hole: Depending upon the pin position, the slope can either allow the ball to
feed down to the hole, or run off several yards away from the intended target.
The water, short, is never really a consideration but the bunkers which surround the green can
be awkward traps. Stopping a pitch, on this kind of green… well, it’s not easy!
Difficulty Rating: This hole is right in the middle, in terms of the stats. The 9th hardest hole
on the course. Much depends upon how tough the organisers want to make it.
The hole can just as easily yield a birdie as a bogey. Most players will opt for a safety first,
centre of the green approach and take their chances with their putter.

GI’s Verdict: “Pure theatre once again from one of, if not, the most famous par 3’s in
tournament golf. The traditional Sunday pin position, just beyond the water, allows the ball to
run back down to the hole, making birdie chances available for those players who are most in
need!”
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17th hole
The drive is straightforward - go long and aim for the centre of the fairway. The difficulty with
this hole then comes with a testing second shot into a green that is well-protected by two
bunkers.
These traps require a precise approach, with anything short being penalised.
requires accuracy more than supreme length.

A hole which

How to play the hole: The key is to leave a short iron (anything down to a 9 iron) into the
green. This makes it much easier to take the bunkers out of play with a precise approach.
Those lacking length off the tee need to avoid Ike's Tree which can push their ball out to the
right… not necessarily the best angle of attack.
Difficulty Rating: The presence of Ike's Tree complicates the tee-shot but players, however
long off the tee, need to get the correct yardage from which to attack the pin (as many will
need to on Sunday).
Birdies are makeable… this rates the 10th hardest hole at Augusta.

GI’s Verdict: “A birdie on this hole in R4 can be crucial, and that’s perfectly possible with a
good iron shot into a green which can be tough to read but will yield the odd 3. The thing with
this hole, very much like 18, isn’t the hole itself but the pressure that will surround it come the
final round.”
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18th hole
An intimidating drive, through an avenue of trees, a left to right dogleg, and an uphill fairway
leading to an elevated green guarded by bunkers (front left and right). A tough hole to end a
round.
Players with a one shot lead on Sunday are far from home, even two or three shots have been
frittered away on this hole.
How to play the hole: There’s no place to hide off the tee… grip it and rip it… ideally with
some fade to work the ball around the corner. Then it’s a mid-iron into the green, where the
bottom of the pin is obscured from view.
Finding the right area on the green can turn a testing two-putt into a realistic chance of
birdie… and maybe the title of ‘Masters champion’.
Difficulty Rating: It’s easy to under-estimate the physical and mental fatigue which players
will suffer from before facing this hole. It’s a tough tee-shot and the approach is also far from
easy, but we’ve seen crucial birdies made here as well over the years.

GI’s Verdict: “Some of the most famous images, both of triumph and disaster, come from
around the green on 18. This hole plays the 6th hardest on the course at Augusta and despite
being an ‘average’ hole on paper, it’s all that surrounds the players which makes this the true
test of a champion on Sunday.”
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